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likable R. L.
o worrvy
crashes

the

. and 10 months,
- Vickers, won't need
when a thunderstorm
across the heavens during

t.
| g ways, when heavy rains pelt

the Columbus area for lang,
almost everybody an the Colum-
{rom

bus & Greenville Railway,
. Vickers on up lo President R.
C. Stovall Sr., began turning
anxious eyes toward the skies.
- Reason: sireams and rivers
_jn_the arca, particularly tem-
permental sucartonchee Creck
west of West Point, often 2o on
a rampage, and spmetimes the
turbulent walerways lcave the
C&G in deplorable shape. Only
a few manths ago, flood-weak-
ened C&G roadbed toppled a
dlese] from the rails near Ma-

ben, |
As a C&G section [loreman,

Miss., June 11—
For the first time im 35 yearsy

section boss can laugh

l s

“ Wickers was primarily respon-
gible for keeping C&G rails oul
of the floodwaters' reach, ||

The Water Vallev, Miss., pative)
relired Friday from C&G serv-|

ice, a career which he said he

bhas enjoved despite some hard-|

ships and occasional penls.

.~ ““I'VE BEEN PLANNING this
day for two years.” he said Fri-

day. “How I was going to spend

er paycheck, I'm all ready.”
Viekers, who will be a hearty
B June 17, will move tn Car-
rolton, Miss., with his wife on
June 20, where he has purchased
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How I can cut,
carners now that I'll get a small-
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But he won't bave o any more.| =~
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| NO RAINY NIGHT

lived in ‘'section houses” fur- |over.”
| nished by the railroad. The |

I
| seciions houses are frame !as a sawmill

- road {racks,

favorite

4 e ,'.:‘h?j'j,'"!‘_h‘ll, |
INSPECTIONS
.. . R. L. Vickers checks line last time

Blakely

for the C&G.
The railroader's boss,

the C&H.

elogquent, -
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Vickers’ [amily consists of
his wife, Charlie Mae, eight sons
and a daughter, plus 17 grand-
children. One son, Dewitt Vick-
ers, now a sergeant-major in
the Army at Camp Polk, is
on leave as extra brakeman

8
Lea, chief engineer for the C&G,
revealed Friday that Vickers had
never had a “brownie” (demerit
mark) assessed against his re-
cord during his long fenure with

. Another of Lea's remarks
|eerning Vickers was simple but}

all times,” the official said,
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“He took care of his jublab'

Pl

his own in more than 36 vears. {tired. “I'm a pretly good cook.”
During most of his railroading (he said. “When 1 decide to do
career, spent at four points pa fsome cooking, my wife gets out{hard rain, the track would shiit.
the C&G, he and his famiiy |of the way and lels me take i

The big railroader left a job
ose | _ fireman at Mec-
wellings built near the rail- |Carley to hire out as section|a heavy rain but get the track|
ad_ack _ ~_|laborer on the C&G, Sept. 2, 1926 |
Vickers plans to indulge in }115.,':11. 23¢ per hour. On March 26,
by te pastimes—cooking 1930, he received his firsl regular
an iatde;nng_—rlnw tt_mat t_m’s rEJ;issignment as section foreman,
i T |He poinfed out that the présenl

-

supervising a seven-mile stretch
of track in the vicinity of Me-
Carley. ' “
WHEN HE RETIRED, his
“soction’ stretehed from Colum-
bus to Winona—85 miles. He's
heen assigned to Columbus 6%
years, coming here from Wesh
Point. He's.also worked a hitch
as foreman at Berclair, west of
Greenwood. At the time of his|
retirement, he was alloted two
helpers. : -
Vickers is especially proud of|
the fact that he mever missed
a payday until December, 1954,
when he was forced to be absent
91, months for eye surgery.
He's also had a remarkably
accident-free record for - his
Jong railroading career. The
only serious mishaps in which
he was involved were three
collisions between aufos and

his section motor car—one at
West Point and two at Colum-

bus. In twa of these cases,
Vickers stated, the autos hil
his motor car. None of his

crew received serious injuries
in any of the mishaps.

The véleran section foreman
recalls that the worst strelch of

irack he ever had to maintain
jwas that in the vicinity of Ber-
‘elair,

| “That track is built on soil that
iis nearly all gumbo,” he re-
'members. “Whenever we had a
I dumped 151 cars of gravel into
that stretch in 22 months, but
it didn’t do a bit of good.
There's just nothing to do after

back in line.”

VICKERS FONDLY recalls the|
liny Rogers *“100-class” steamy
engines the C&G used to own,)

diesel locomotives can pull sever-
al limes as many 1:':{11‘5'::l:&;_jt,l'l_!.‘-;,1
steam *‘hogs” that huffed. and
puffed through the Delta, “and|
with much less wear and tear]
on the rails. : -
“Diesels have .swivel trucks.
Vickers explained. "TIEIBJASP il

-

steam engines had rigid fram

Rails on curves don't Suffery
nearly so much with diesels." He

also talked abodt the"three daily
passenger trains the C&G ' ONCe
ran in ecach direction . belween|
Columbus and Greenville, pius
two freights. Today the
erates but a single freig

« - Tl

each way




